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Backcountry Bohemian

LUXURY CAMPING ON A PRIVATE FOREST IN JAY

MAGINE A PLACE THAT PRESERVES THE
cham of the nineteenth-centyr bak-
country dwelings that wee ace sattered

acioss this piece of thedkondadk landsepe:

rustic @bins with gas lighting and cking ranges,
privies,water pumpsfireplaces and woodsgs,
and handmade fuiiture.

Far from tourist hot spots like bke Racid and
Lake Georggein a hidden Javaley, Fourpeaks
Badcountry Camps a retreats for those who
want to esape ciy life and moder canveniences.
Set an se/en hunded aces betveenW hiteface
Mountain and the JaMountainWildemesseat
of the six amps is loated in its avn setuded aea.

If you cane hee expecting algsteed @abin
colmy, maid sevice a swimming pool and tennis
couts, you'll be disappointedihe kind of luxus
offered at urpeaks has merto
do with being able to spenayr
nights in a emote wstic amp and
your days exploing twenty miles
of private hiking tails with little
chance of arssing paths with
another human being

So why exactf ae people wi
ing to pay up to $175 a night for a
place whez they hag to hike to
their cabins,chop their avn fire-
wood, pump their avn water and
bathe‘cowboy-style” in an outdoor
metal tuhand dean up akr them
selles befoe they dhedk out?
Owner Mattin Schwalbaum sgs
trawelers with a sense of amiure
bodk vaations hee for a vaety of
reasas, including the amazing
views, a lot of open space tam
their dogs and theamance of
unwinding in a pretty place with
little distraction. “Fourpeaks is a

Above and left: Ridge Camp, one of six
accommodations at F ourpeaks, has a
loft bedr oom, separate sleeping cabin
and wood-fired sauna. It's one of the
prettiest and most secluded on the
property, according to o wner Mar tin
Schwalbaum. Photograhs ty Kelly Hogg
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getawg from TV, phoneswork, social
izing with neighborsfriends andela
tives—the mental funiture,as it wee,
of everyday life,” he sgs.This is not
your aerage ampgound eitherNo
big, friendy campfires hee at Four-
peaks,adds Skwalbaum:Theres no
one to cane to themand besidedijres
outdoors ag not alowed.”

IN 1967SCHWALBAUM, THEN LIV -
ing in New York City, fell in love with
this pat of the Adirondadks duing a
ski weekend with his first wef The
following year he paid foueen thou
sand ddars for a ninet-ace lot,
which included a building that would
come to be knwn simply as the
Cabin.The oldest amp at umpeaks,
it was built in 1946 and has a massi
stone fireplace.

Sdwalbaurrhad a definite visioin
mind.“l wanted a wildamess plagéots
of trees and spacéo get awg to
whenever | wanted,’he sgs.No som-
er had the first deal beetosed when
adjoining popety be@ame available
for saleSchwalbaum bought six addi
tional pacels of land.

The idea of shang his mountain
mec@ and staing a vaation rental
business firstame in 1988 with just a
few rentals fom a ae-time adertise
ment he placed in thidew Yok Times
And then in 1997when he put up his
websitewww.4peaks.am (now a for
ty-plus-page ctéction of acconmo-
dation desdiptions,Adirondad infor-
mation, newspaper lippings, poetly
by Sti\walbaum and testinmials flom
satisfied custoers)the cocept eal
ly todk flight.

At Fourpeaksyisitors an ¢coose the
basic Gpsy Campwith a simple dou
ble bed and al ésco kitben,or go al
out at Ridge Campa three-building
complex—the pettiest and most se
cluded of his six@mps,accoding to
Schwalbaum—a mile and a quer
hike up Rattlesnake Knob Mountain.
Ridge Camp oférs a six-hunaxd-
squae-foot @abin with athedal ceit
ings and thee woodsteesa sceened-
in porch, and a wood-fied sauna.
Hammodks, charcoal babecue gtls
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and picnic tables arstandat with al
cabins.Each was designed and deco
rated by Slewalbaumwho disceers
funky windows, furniture and hone
access@s in salage shops.

The magic of Burpeaks is in the
detailsMany visitors cone and @ and
never noticefor examplgthat al of the
structures hae red doors (anesthetic

If you come
expecting maid
service, tennis courts

applied beause Sowalbaum lges ed
against the woodsy @wn of the
camps)por that thee ae guideboks in
ewery abin to help with stargazing and
wildflower identifiation. W hen vaa-
tioners aiive,they even find biscuit mix
and a jar of hmemade apple jam wait
ing for them.“l treat my guests as
though they wek stging in my hane”
sg/s Stwalbaum.

Perhaps the gratest pds, however, is
the solitude that ames with the place.
At Fourpeaksyisitors @n doose fom
skiing snavshoeinghiking and biking
depending o the seaso They can take
a dip in the nedy Ausable Rigr or
simply lie dovn under a tee or boose
to hawe a picnic in ne of the emote
scenic spots ahg the tails.“Please
dont bring a lot of people and dbplan
to do sightseeing or shoppifigseys
Scwalbaum:Plan sane walks with
views.Find a different hythm sleep
ing, eating playing and getting aund
they way they did at Pumpeaks oe
hundred years ag. And sta out of yur
car as md as pu @n.” W

Fourpeaks Backcountry @mps aie
one mile up Sbnehouse Rad, off

Route 9N, in Jg. For information or
resenations call (518) 52-6727 or

visit www.4peaks.com.
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