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MA GINE A PLACE THA T PRESERVES THE

charm of the nineteenth-century back-
country dwellings that were once scattered

across this piece of the Adirondack landscape:
rustic cabins with gas lighting and cooking ranges,
privies,water pumps,fireplaces and woodstoves,
and handmade furniture.

Far from tourist hot spots like Lake Placid and
Lake George, in a hidden Jay valley, Fourpeaks
Backcountry Camps are retreats for those who
want to escape city life and modern conveniences.
Set on seven hundred acres between Whiteface
Mountain and the Jay Mountain Wilderness,each
of the six camps is located in its own secluded area.

If you come here expecting a clustered cabin
colony,maid service, a swimming pool and tennis
courts,you’ll be disappointed.The kind of luxury
offered at Fourpeaks has more to
do with being able to spend your
nights in a remote rustic camp and
your days exploring twenty miles
of private hiking trails with little
chance of crossing paths with
another human being.

So why exactly are people will-
ing to pay up to $175 a night for a
place where they have to hike to
their cabins,chop their own fire-
wood,pump their own water and
bathe “cowboy-style” in an outdoor
metal tub,and clean up after them-
selves before they check out?
Owner Martin Schwalbaum says
travelers with a sense of adventure
book vacations here for a variety of
reasons, including the amazing
views,a lot of open space to run
their dogs and the romance of
unwinding in a pretty place with
little distraction. “Fourpeaks is a
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Abo ve and left: Ridge Camp , one of six
accommodations at F ourpeaks, has a 
loft bedr oom, separate sleeping cabin
and wood-f ir ed sauna. It’ s one of the
prettiest and most secluded on the 
proper ty, according to o wner Mar tin
Schwalbaum. Photographs by Kelly Hogg
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getaway from TV,phones,work,social-
izing with neighbors,friends and rela-
tives—the mental furniture,as it were,
of everyday life,” he says.This is not
your average campground either:“No
big, friendly campfires here at Four-
peaks,”adds Schwalbaum.“There’s no
one to come to them,and,besides,fires
outdoors are not allowed.”

IN 1967 SCHWALB AUM , THE N L IV -
ing in New York City, fell in love with
this part of the Adirondacks during a
ski weekend with his first wife.The
following year he paid fourteen thou-
sand dollars for a ninety-acre lot,
which included a building that would
come to be known simply as the
Cabin.The oldest camp at Fourpeaks,
it was built in 1946 and has a massive
stone fireplace.

Schwalbaum had a definite vision in
mind.“I wanted a wilderness place, lots
of trees and space, to get away to
whenever I wanted,”he says.No soon-
er had the first deal been closed when
adjoining property became available
for sale;Schwalbaum bought six addi-
tional parcels of land.

The idea of sharing his mountain
mecca and starting a vacation rental
business first came in 1988 with just a
few rentals from a one-time advertise-
ment he placed in the New York Times.
And then in 1997,when he put up his
website,www.4peaks.com (now a for-
ty-plus-page collection of accommo-
dation descriptions,Adirondack infor-
mation, newspaper clippings,poetry
by Schwalbaum and testimonials from
satisfied customers),the concept real-
ly took flight.

At Fourpeaks,visitors can choose the
basic Gypsy Camp,with a simple dou-
ble bed and al fresco kitchen,or go all
out at Ridge Camp, a three-building
complex—the prettiest and most se-
cluded of his six camps,according to
Schwalbaum—a mile and a quarter
hike up Rattlesnake Knob Mountain.
Ridge Camp offers a six-hundred-
square-foot cabin with cathedral ceil-
ings and three woodstoves,a screened-
in porch, and a wood-fired sauna.
Hammocks,charcoal barbecue gril ls
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and picnic tables are standard with all
cabins.Each was designed and deco-
rated by Schwalbaum,who discovers
funky windows, furniture and home
accessories in salvage shops.

The magic of Fourpeaks is in the
details.Many visitors come and go and
never notice, for example, that all of the
structures have red doors (an aesthetic

applied because Schwalbaum loves red
against the woodsy brown of the
camps),or that there are guidebooks in
every cabin to help with stargazing and
wildflower identification.When vaca-
tioners arrive,they even find biscuit mix
and a jar of homemade apple jam wait-
ing for them.“I treat my guests as
though they were staying in my home,”
says Schwalbaum.

Perhaps the greatest perk,however, is
the solitude that comes with the place.
At Fourpeaks,visitors can choose from
skiing,snowshoeing,hiking and biking,
depending on the season.They can take
a dip in the nearby Ausable River or
simply lie down under a tree or choose
to have a picnic in one of the remote,
scenic spots along the trails.“Please
don’t bring a lot of people and don’t plan
to do sightseeing or shopping,” says
Schwalbaum.“Plan some walks with
views.Find a different rhythm sleep-
ing, eating, playing and getting around
they way they did at Fourpeaks one
hundred years ago.And stay out of your
car as much as you can.”

Fourpeaks Backcountry Camps are
one mile up Stonehouse Road, off
Route 9N, in Jay. For information or
reservations call (518) 524-6727 or
visit www.4peaks.com.
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If you come 
expecting maid 

service, tennis courts
and a pool, you’ll be

disappointed.


